HIV infection among intravenous drug users in Copenhagen.
From October 1985 until the end of December 1986, 439 intravenous drug users (IVDU) presented themselves at the outpatient venereal disease clinic of Copenhagen for an HIV-test. HIV-antibodies were found in 53 out of 272 men (19.5%) and in 25 of 167 women (15.0%), giving an overall prevalence of 17.8%. Risk factors for HIV were the length of drug abuse (p less than 0.05) and having injected drugs within the last six months before testing (p less than 0.005). HIV-antibodies were found in 18 of 90 women (20%) and in three of 20 men (15%), who had a history of a past or ongoing life as a prostitute. The IVDU in this study have been chosen as a cohort and recalled for an ongoing follow-up study focusing on drug and sexual behaviour in relation to the initial HIV-test result.